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In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 1-28 and add new claims 29-46 as indicated.. 

1 . (Cancel) A method of treating hypertension in a mammal, which has 
experienced intrauterine under nutrition and/or growth retardation or an adverse post natal 
environment, the method comprising the step of administering to the mammal an effective 
amount of growth hormone, wherein said amount is effective to reduce blood pressure in 
said mammal. 

2. (Cancel) A method of treating hypertension in a mammal, which has 
experienced intrauterine und cr nutrition and/or growth retardari on or an adverse post natal 
environment, the method comprising the step of admmistering to the mammal an effective 
amount of a growth hormone selected from the group consisting of human growth 
hormone, bovine growth hormone, rat growth hormone or porcine growth hormone. 

3 . (Cancel) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the mammal has experienced 
an adverse postnatal environment comprising a hyp oc alone or hypercaloric diet. 

4. (Cancel) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the mammal is an adult mammal 

5 . (Cancel) A method as claimed claim 4 wherein the mamm al is an adult 
human. 

6. (Cancel) A method as claimed m claim 5 wherein said growth hormone is 
human growth hormone. 

7. (Cancel) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the growth hormone is 
administered to the mammal in combination with a second anti-hypertensive agent. 
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8. (Cancel) A method of treating hypertension in a mammal, which has 
experienced intrauterine undernutrition and/or growth retardation or an adverse postnatal 
environment, the method comprising the step of increasing the effective concentration of 
growth hormone in the mammal, wherein said step of increasing is sufficient to decrease 
blood pressure. 

9. (Cancel) A method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the mammal has 

i 

experienced an adverse po striatal environment comprising a hypocaloric or hypercaloric 
diet. 

1 0. (Cancel) A method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the effective concentration of 
the growth hormone, is increased through administration of an agent which either stimulates 
production of growth hormone or which lessens or prevents inhibition of growth hormone 
activity. 

1 1 . (Cancel) A method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the effective concentration of 
growth hormone is increased through direct admiiristration of growth hormone. 

1 2. (Cancel) A method as claimed in claim 8 wherein the mammal is an adult 
human. 1 

13. (Cancel) The method of claim 7, wherein said second anti-hypertensive 
agent is an angiotensm-convertiDg enzyme inhibitor. 

I 

1 4. (Cancel) The method of claim 13, wherein said angiotensin-convertrng 
enzyme inhibitor is quinapril. 

15. (Cancel) The method of claim 8 7 wherein said step of increasingthe effective 
concentration of growth hormone is carried out by admiirietering a growm hormone 
releasing peptide (GKRP). 
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16. (Cancel) The method of claim 15, wherein said GHRP is selected from the 
group consisting of GHRP- 1 , GHRP-2, GHRP-6, hexarelin, G-703 9, G7502,L-692,429, 
1^692,585 and L-l 63,191. ] 

17. (Cancel) The method of claim 8, wherein said step of increasingthe effective 
concentration of growth hormone is earned out by administering growth hormone releasing 
hormone (GHRH). 

1 8. (Cancel) The method of claim 8, wherein said step of increasjngtfae effective 
concentration of growth hormone is carri ed out by admiinstering an inhibitor of a growth 
hormone antagonist. 

19. (Cancel) The method of claim 1 8, wherein said inhibitor is somatostatin 
release inhibitor factor. 

20. (Cancel) The method of claim 7, wherein said second anti -hypertensive 
agent is an angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor. 

2 1 . (Cancel) The method of claim 20, wherein said aiigiotensiTvconverting 
enzyme inhibitor is quinapril. 

22. (Cancel) Themelhodofclaim 8, wherein 

concentration of growth hormone is carried out by administering a growth hormone 
releasing peptide (GHRP). 

23. (Cancel) The method of claim 22, wherein said GHRP is selected from the 
group consisting of GHRP-1, GHRP-2, GHRP-6, hexarelin, G-7039, G7502,L^692 } 429, 
1^692,585 and L-163.191. 
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24. (Cancel) Hie method of claim 8, wherein said step of increasing the effective 
concentration of growth hormone is carried out by adininistering growth hormone releasing 
hormone (GHRH). 

25. (Cancel) The method of claim 8, wherein said step of increasing the effective 
concentration of growth hormone is carried out by administering an inhibitor of a growth 
hormone antagonist. 

26. (Cancel) The method of claim ±S 25, wherein said inhibitor is somatostatin 
release inhibitor factor. 

27. (Cancel) The method of claim 1 , wherein the dose of said growth hormone 
is m the range of 

about 0.1 ug/kg/day to 
about 1 mg/kg/day, 

28. (Cancel) The method of claim 1 , wherein said blood pressure is systolic 
blood pressure. 

P I ease add the following new claims . 

29. (New) Amelhodibrtreatinghyperten^ 

to the mammal an amount of growth hormone sufficient to reduce systolic blood pressure, 
wherein said mammal has a history of one or more of low birth weight, intrauterine 
undernutrition, growth retardation, hypercaloric diet, hypocaloric diet, placental 
insufficiency and substance abuse, wherein said mammal has no growth hormone 
deficiency. 

30. (New) The method as claimed in claim 29, wherein the mammal is an adult 
mammal. 
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31. (New) The method as claimed claim 30, wherein the mammal is an adult human. 

32 . (New) The method as claimed in claim 3 1 wherein the said growth hormone is 
human growth hormone. 

33. (New) The method as claimed in claim 29 wherein the growth hormone is 
administered to the mammal in combination with a second anti-hypertensive agent. 

34. (New) The method of claim 33, wherein the said second anti-hypertensive agent 
is an angiotensm-converting enzyme inhibitor. 

3 5 . (New) The method of claim 34, wherein said angiotensm-converting enzyme 
inhibitor is quinapril. 

36. (New) A method for treating hypertension in a marnmal,whichhasahistoryof 
one or more of low birth weight, intrauterine undernutrition, growth retardation, 
hypercaloric diet, hypocaloric diet, placental insufficiency and substance abuse, wherein 

said mammal has no growth hormone deficiency, comprising the step of increasing the 

i 

effective concentration of growth hormone mmemarrmiaJ, wherein said step of increasing 
is sufficient to decrease systolic blood pressure. 

i 

3 7. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the mammal has experienced an adverse 
postnatal environment comprising a hypocaloric or hypercaloric diet. 

38. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the effective concentration of the growth 
hormone, is increased through acMnistration of an agent which either stimulates production 

of growth hormone or which lessens or prevents inhibition of growth hormone activity. 

39. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the effect' ve concentration of growth 
hormone is increased through direct administration of growth hormone: 
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40. (New) The method as claimed in claim 36, wherein themammal is an 'adult human 

i 

41 . (New) The method of claim36, wherein the said step of mcreasinglthe effective 
concentration of growth hormone is carried out by administering a growth hormone 
releasing peptide (GHRP). 

42. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein said GHRP is selected from the group 
consisting of GHRP-1, GHRP-2, GHRP-6, hexarelin, G-7039, G7502, L-692,429, \r 
692,585 and L-163,191. i 

43. (New) Ihememod of claim 36, wherem&e said tf^ 

concentration of growth hormone is carried out by administering a growth hormone 
releasing hormone (GHRH). 

44. (N ew) The method of claim 36, wherein the said step of increasing jthe effective 
concentration of growth hormone is carried out by admmistering an inhibitor of a growth 
hormone antagonist. 

45 . (New) The method of claim 44, wherein the said inhibitor of a growth hormone 
antagonist is somatostatin release inhibitor factor. 

46. (New) Themethod of claim 29, wherein the dose of said growth hormone is in 
the range of 

about 0.1 [ig/kg/day to 
about 1 mg/kg/day. 
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